
As mentioned in the last issue of

Prospect the BCA was approached by

the Chinese Embassy who wished to

bring an official delegation from

Beijing to Barnes to find out more

about our Association and its work in

the community.

We were delighted to welcome a

group of six and their interpreter on

the day of Barnes Fair.They were

greeted at Rose House by David

Stott, BCA Chairman, and his wife,

before Margaret Minch and Julia

Bebington took them to Sonny’s café

at the heart of the Fair.There they

learnt that the BCA has five part-time

paid staff but that all the fund raising events, etc

are organised by volunteers. The constitution

was explained to them as well as how our

monthly newsletter, Prospect, the main conduit

to contact our members in Barnes, was more or

less funded by the adverts. They heard about

the different fund raising events throughout the

year, the donations given to local good causes

and the Christmas Day lunch.They couldn’t

believe that we are a stand-alone organisation

with no funding from the government and no

incentives from the council!

At the Parade they were introduced to the

Mayor of Richmond and were thrilled when he

greeted them with a few words in Mandarin.

After looking around some of the attractions of

the Fair they left, most impressed by Barnes.

Julia Bebington 

Barnes Fair could never be such a

wonderful success without the support of

our splendid volunteers. Some of you have

given your loyal help for years; others

joined us for the first time this year –

thank you ALL for giving your time and

enthusiasm to the 2007 Fair.

We would like to take this opportunity

of thanking, in particular, Sarah Mulford and

Gail Hugman who have organised the

Parade and the Art Competition so

brilliantly for the past few years.

We would also like to thank the local

businesses who donated prizes, as well as

BCA members who gave books, plants and

tombola prizes – we are extremely grateful.

Nor must we forget the litter-picking

pixies who descended in the night and put

remains of the rubbish into the giant skip on

the Green, leaving it cleaner than on many a

Sunday morning!

See you again next July! 

Prospect
BARNES COMMUNITY A



2 Prospect September 2007 Barnes Community Association

News from the
Executive
By the time this appears our apprehensions about

weather on Fair Day will, with luck, prove to have

been groundless, and a good contribution to BCA

funds will, we hope, have been made.

The main news of note from the July

Executive concerns the retirement as a Trustee

of the BCA of Derek Senhenn, after many years

of devoted service. He is replaced by two well-

known stalwarts, Mike Spillane and Katie Gent,

both past Chairmen of the BCA, who are joining

existing Trustees Jean Glover and Margaret Minch.

The future direction of the BCA is demonstrably

in very capable hands! 

An encouraging report from Sriram Chari

showed that the Barnes Green Centre is

flourishing.

Christine Percival reported that there would

be a Council review, with participation from

residents, of CPZ policy, the results of which

would be known in the near future.

David Stott, Chairman

Richmond Council is

preparing to work on the

design of the London

Cycle Network LINK

168, which connects

Hammersmith

Bridge with

Hampton via

Richmond Park.At

the moment, the

LINK 168 route

runs south from the

bridge in roads to

the west of

Castelnau and to

the south of

Church Road.

There is also

another section which runs from Vine Road to

Priory Lane. In between, there is currently a

‘temporary route’.

LINK 168 would not be the same as the

route proposed some years ago which aimed to

link the Station with the Wetland Centre and

from there to the Thames.

Given that there can be strong views on

this kind of thing, the Council wants to

explore the possibilities and the limits for

the LINK 168, before working up any

details.The most sensitive part is likely to be

how the route skirts the Common which

would need to be formalised under the

Cycle Tracks Act.

Ward Councillors have arranged a

Cycle Route Meeting, to be attended by

Cllr David Trigg, Cabinet Member for

Transport, at the Barnes Green Centre
on Thursday 20th September, 7pm.

Katie Gent

Cycling route 
consultationThe Group discussed the following items at

the June meeting:

1. Bus Stop on Barnes High Street, by 

St Ann’s Road.This would mean losing up

to six parking places and, as parking in the

High Street is such a priority for the

majority, will not be pursued by the

Group.

2. Rocks Lane Tennis Club. The Council has

asked for detailed plans and drawings of

what the Club is doing as they are using

Council land without permission.The Club’s

contract with the Council has only been

partially implemented so the Council is

considering the present situation.

3. 56-58 High Street – work has started

on the empty offices

10-12 High Street – application has

been withdrawn

4 High Street – application for a

restaurant has been refused

St Paul�s School. The application for

outline planning permission for upgrading

and rebuilding the School is a hybrid

application. Details for particular

rebuilding or building will be applied as

they come up. As this will take between 25

and 30 years the North Barnes Residents

Association has decided to leave it to

individuals and groups to comment and

pursue if they are affected.

4. CPZ Consultations in Barnes. Each

household should have received a

consultation questionnaire regarding the

number of zones (seven at present) in

Barnes. Results will be reported to the

Transport Consultative Group at a public

meeting to be held at 6.30pm on 19th

September at York House, Richmond

Road,Twickenham. Contact 8891 7338

should you wish to speak at the meeting.

5. Barn Elms Playing Fields. LBRUT has

submitted further plan layouts to

accommodate as many users as possible.

The present hard surface Athletics Track will

be removed and a grass track and 100m

straight for school use during the summer

has been put into this new layout.The

Borough is concentrating Athletics at St.

Mary’s,Twickenham. Barnes Sports Club has

decided not to compete for the contract for

the proposed development on Barn Elms.

Specification for development will be drawn

up to be presented to the Council Cabinet

on 3rd September. Once agreement has been

given, the specifications for development will

be published and advertised.All proposals,

after the Council has made selections, will

have to apply for Planning Permission.

6. White Hart Lane Action Group. The

battle against the proposed 4000 sq.ft.

supermarket/convenience store/corner

shop continues. In the referendum, which

is not binding, over 7000 ballot papers

were sent out.There was a 62% response

(better than recent Council and General

elections!) with 85% voting against the

Sainsbury scheme.WHAG has asked,

under the Freedom of Information Act, for

all correspondence between the Council

and the Developers in the negotiation

leading to the granting

of permission by

the Inspector. The

small shops in the

High Street and

White Hart Lane

seem pleased with

the support for our

independent shops.

Susan Boyd, Chairman

Environment Group Report

Yes, we know this year’s Fair is only just over –

we hope you enjoy reading the articles and

looking at the photographs in this issue of

Prospect, but.....Would you like to help organise

Barnes Fair in 2008? The Fair is run by Barnes

Community Association and by working for the

Fair you make a real contribution to your local

community. It’s also a lot of fun!

We are looking for a volunteer to organise

the Parade.We can guarantee you will meet a

lot of wonderful people who come together to

make the Parade such a vital part of Fair Day.

We also need a volunteer to run the very

popular Art Competition. Each year we are so

impressed by the talent shown by local school

children whose work is judged before the Fair

by an artist.The Mayor of Richmond presents

the prizes on Fair Day.

As a member of the Barnes Fair Steering

Group you will be working with a great team and

will be given full instructions and support. If you

are interested please contact the BCA at Rose

House, 8878 2359, bca@barnesvillage.org.uk.

Barnes Fair 2008
When a group of BCA

members and their friends

travel to Dover for a short

‘taster’ cruise later this

month they will deliver a

collection of soft toys to

be forwarded to an

orphanage with links to the

ship’s crew, probably in South Africa.

The toys are from donations made by Barnes

residents for the Scouts, St Osmund’s and BCA

jumble sales over the past year and the collection

results from a chance conversation when visiting

the Saga Rose to organise the cruise.

Rita Robinson 

Toys for toddlers

Barnes Local Information
With this copy of Prospect you should receive

an updated supplement of local information,

produced by the BCA. Please keep it for

reference as it will not appear again until the

spring. If yours is missing, please collect one

from Rose House or ring 8878 2359 to

arrange for a copy to be sent to you.



St Mary the Virgin Church, Mortlake High Street, is

aiming to raise £200,000 to repair, restore and

improve the Tudor tower, particularly the

buttresses and the landmark white cupola, and

to reinstate the internal staircase removed in

Victorian times.

On Saturday 6th October, 7.30pm, a

fund-raising evening of song and instrumental

music will be held at the Wathen Hall, St
Paul�s School, Lonsdale Road. Works by

Fauré, Ravel, Schubert, Quilter and others will be performed by Cara

Berridge (cello), Cameron Burns (piano), Laura Mayhew (soprano)

and Bruce Saunders (baritone).

Tickets: £15 (concessions £12). Enquiries: 8785 6880 
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The third Salon des Arts, the brain-child of Stevie McGarrity-Alderdice,

took place recently at the OSO, bringing together the creative talents

of artists from Le Pecq, Barnes and the local area.The exhibition aims

to inspire, encourage and motivate artists of all ages, and the variety of

work on show was certainly inspirational: from lithographs to textiles,

from oils to watercolours and from photographs to acrylics.The Mayor

of Richmond, Cllr Marc Cranfield-Adams, on his first official visit to

Barnes since taking office (his second was to Barnes Fair three days

later), was on hand to present the prizes.

Salon des Arts

Mary Algar with her prize-winning lithograph 
‘The Good Soldier Schweik’

Local international charity, IDE-UK, is holding a series of informal

Breakfast Meetings at its Barnes office to introduce its work. If you are

curious about how IDE helps poor farmers in Africa and Asia double their

income using an environmentally sound business approach, come and hear

over coffee and croissants.

Thursday 6th September: Working in fragile regimes: IDE in 
Zimbabwe & Myanmar

Thursday 20th September: General introduction to IDE
Thursday 4th October: IDE in Africa

Breakfasts take place from 8.30-9.30am, 7a the Mews, 46-52 Church

Road, Barnes.These are free events, though space is limited, so please

email kt@ide-uk.org to reserve a place.

Visit IDE’s website www.ide-uk.org for information on all the

charity’s activities including the 2008 Cambodia Cycle Challenge
from Vietnam to Cambodia, 14th-24th February, visiting one of their

projects en route. They are also looking for a local Volunteer
Coordinator to help manage an enthusiastic team of volunteers in the

UK: call Karen on 8288 7702.

Barnes charity: International
Development Enterprises UK

With adult classes becoming harder to find, the WEA plays an increasingly

important role in providing local arts courses.The WEA classes held at

Rose House are run in conjunction with the Faculty of Continuing

Education, Birkbeck College, University of London and courses can

contribute to CATS points.

Art History � Old Myths in New Clothes
Tutor: Richard Pestell
It was in the 19th century that the arts in Britain first dealt

explicitly with the issues of economics, class, gender and sex.These

social issues are now seen by many as a necessary part of society’s

cultural concerns. Students will study how the art of this period

largely set the agenda up to the present day.Wednesday 7.30-

9.30pm

Literature � Memory,War and the Postwar World
Tutor: Patricia Sweeney 
How do writers distinguish between the war remembered and the

war imagined? Is there a difference between historical, literary and

autobiographical strands of writing in literary engagements with

war? Texts dealing with the two World Wars, Palestine and Vietnam

will be investigated and writers to be discussed include Remarque,

Sassoon,Auden, Green, Ondaatje, Grant,Waters, Heaney and Duffy.

Wednesdays 2.15-4.15pm

Courses start 26th September, fees £124 for 22 lectures. Enquiries: Kate

Simpson-Young, 8876 1865.

WEA Courses on your
doorstep

St Mary’s, Mortlake
Tower Appeal

Zac Goldsmith, the Conservative Party’s candidate for Richmond Park,

presented a cheque to the Village Nursery school in Barnes recently after

he helped them raise a staggering £18,300. Zac, whose children go to

school in Barnes, was among many who donated a fantastic range of prizes

to the Nursery’s fundraising auction at Kitson Hall.Ann Keane, Principal,

said “I am so amazed at the amount raised that I keep pinching myself to

make sure it isn’t a dream!” 

The money will be used to pay for a soft play area for the children and

to improve the layout of classrooms.

Village Nursery School
raises £18K 

Weekly group Italian classes, Club Italiano, for adults of all ages, will

start in September.The objectives are to develop the skills of

speaking, reading and writing – with the main emphasis on spoken

Italian – in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. Conversation in Italian

on different topics will be encouraged and there will be work on the

structure of the language using a text book. Extracts from authentic

Italian books will be used and there will also be an opportunity to

keep up with ‘today’s Italy’ with the Italian magazine Oggi. Last but not

least, there will be Italian films to watch, games to play – and the

occasional Italian food and wine party!

The course will be held at Rose House, Barnes High Street, on

Wednesdays 11.45am-1.45pm and costs £240, from September to May.

For further information and to enrol contact Stefania Frigieri-

Baldwin, 8748 6418.

Parliamo Italiano



International superstar soprano

Emma Kirkby joins the London

Handel Players, directed by OP

Adrian Butterfield, for a sparkling

concert of music by Baroque

composers, including Bach, Handel,

Telemann and Vivaldi at the Wathen

Hall, St Paul’s School, Lonsdale Road

on Thursday 4th October at 7.30pm.

Tickets £15 (concessions £10)

are available from

ticketing@wathenhall.com or

ring 8746 5338.

Further information from

www.wathenhall.com 
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The first exhibition of the Barnes Primary School Arts Week held in

summer 2006 was so good that it was going to be a very hard act to

follow. But this year’s exhibition held in early July at the OSO did not

disappoint; indeed it lived up to all expectations.The event was spread

over two days, giving everyone the chance to visit and revisit this

inspirational event.

There was artwork in many different media and in both two and

three dimensions but the most arresting was the centrepiece of the

exhibition: a group of hundreds of small clay figures titled Westonfield.

The inspiration for the piece was the work of the sculptor Antony

Gormley whose Field for the British Isles (1993) was the basis for this

collaborative community project.The children discussed his work and

ideas and also looked at images of China’s Terracotta Army, one of the

most significant archeological discoveries of our time. Each child was

given 500grams of red terracotta clay and instructed to mould

anything they wished.The only restriction was that they could not pull

off bits of clay and stick them back on – it had to be kept in one piece

as it was modelled. Each piece was an individual expression of its

creator and no two were alike.The figures were then fired by a parent

who is a potter.

The result was exciting, impressive and endearing in equal measure.

Why Westonfield? The site of the school is Westfields (the school’s

original name), which is derived from the name of the ancient common

land Westonfield that used to cover the area from Barnes High Street

to Priest’s Bridge. So, as the caption to the work said, ‘Hopefully this

piece looks back, looks forward and looks out’.

Trudie Martin

Barnes Primary School 
Art Exhibition

Westonfield

I wish I had an allotment – it would be full of cauliflowers,
snails, sunflowers, butterflies, apple trees and carrots

Murray Hedgcock, a long-time

Mortlake resident, has just had his

book Hand in Hand, published by the

Barnes and Mortlake History Society.

Based on talks to the Society, it tells

the story of Watney’s in Mortlake

from the early 1920s, as recorded in

the brewery house magazines, first

called Hand in Hand, later Beer and
Skittles, finally The Red Barrel.
Illustrations from the magazines show

how styles of dress for work and

leisure have changed since the 1920s,

and demonstrate the early class

differences between bowler-hatted

management and cloth-capped

workers.

Copies of Hand in Hand at £5 or £6.30 (including postage and

packing) may be obtained from Murray Hedgcock (8878 0068) or Mike

Smith (8876 5879).

For information about the Barnes and Mortlake History Society, please

telephone the Membership Secretary, Jean Porter (8392 8505) or visit the

Society’s new website, www.barnes-history.org.uk.The next meeting will be

held on Thursday, 20th September, 8pm at the Sheen Lane Centre when

Miranda Stearns, Heritage and Education Co-ordinator at Orleans House

Gallery will talk about ‘Uncovering Local Links with the Slave Trade’.

Beer and skittles

FiSH ’n’ Chats
From 5th October, Rose House will be the venue for a

Coffee Corner run by the FiSH neighbourhood voluntary

care scheme which works for the whole community. Drop

in and see them in the reception room on Fridays between

10am and 12noon. Perhaps combine it with a visit to the

Country Market for a range of home-made goodies!

FiSH Tuesday Talks 

Music at St Paul’s

at Barnes Green Centre
4th September Moira Reid: The Tele-Care service (formerly 

Careline)
11th September Susan Kramer, MP: Life in Parliament
18th September Irene Cockcroft: William Morris and the 

Suffragettes
25th September Teresa Gallagher: The Handyperson Scheme
2nd October Claire Stonier: Leisure at the Royal Hospital 

for Neurology
9th October Rowan McWilliam: The Titchborne Claimant 

– a Victorian sensation
Coffee from 10:30 am.Talk 11:00 am, lunch available

afterwards if booked in advance.Transport can be
arranged: please ring the Bus-line 8876 3765

All welcome
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Barnes Fair 2007
The Grand Parade at Barnes Fair certainly lived up to its billing this year with

more participants than in recent years who assembled in Glebe Road in warm

sunshine ready for judging by the Mayor of Richmond, Cllr Marc Cranfield-

Adams. He greeted the delegation from Beijing (in his best Mandarin!) and

announced the winners, before crowning the Fair King and Queen, Joel

Stallion and Francesca Kynan-Holmes from Barnes Primary School, who then

led the parade around the streets of Barnes in their royal carriage.

Float Winners 
1st and the Harrodian Shield (kindly donated by the Harrodian School) –

Castelnau Neighbourhood Group including Lowther School

2nd and the Lonsdale Cup – St Osmund’s Catholic Primary School

Decorated Wheels Winners
1st –  Parents 4 Pedal Power with Gemma, Sam, Poppy, Megan, Hugo,Téa,

Florence and Freya, Stepping Stones Nursery, East Sheen 

2nd – Annabelle and Clemmie, Putney Park School

3rd – Sienna,Village Nursery School, Barnes

Grand by name and grand by nature

1st Romilly Travers, age 2: Green Flower Fairy

2nd Eline Rojkjaer, age 8: Beautiful Princess

3rd Freddie Turner, age 2: Father Christmas

Runners-up:Anika Rojkjaer,Alice Regan, George

Turner and Connor Picken

Fancy Dress
Competition Winners

Carini the Clown chats with the Green Flower Fairy

Four local schools, Barnes Primary,

Lowther, St Mary Magdalen’s and St

Osmund’s, battled it out for the Lyn Sallis

Shield, which this year was won by St

Mary Magdalen’s represented by Year 6

pupils Meryl Linnard and Charlie Garrett.

Congratulations to all the participants.

Inter-Schools Quiz

The BCA would like to offer its grateful thanks to

all the companies who have given financial and/or

practical help as sponsors of Barnes Fair – we really

do appreciate it.

Sponsors

Found at Barnes Fair
Did you lose a pair of glasses at

Barnes Fair? Please claim them from

the BCA offices at Rose House,

Barnes High Street.

Winners all, from Castelnau Neighbourhood Group
and Lowther School
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The Winners
4 years and under
1st Josh Tatters – Montessori Pavilion

2nd Olivia and Joseph – The Village Nursery

3rd Madeleine Canning – St. Osmund’s 

Special Mention Emma Keaveney – St. Osmund’s 

Saskia Maini – Barnes Primary

5 � 6 years
1st Christian Spooner – Harrodian

2nd Anoushka Maini – Barnes Primary 

3rd Daisy Jacob - Harrodian 

Special Mention Amina Agha – Lowther 

Noor Yasser – Lowther 

George Estall – Barnes Primary 

7 � 8 years 
1st Nicholas Maini – Barnes Primary 

2nd Madeleine Gould – Harrodian

3rd Wayan Chan – St. Osmund’s 

Special Mention: Ahmad Noori – Lowther 

Ashol Ayok Lowenberg – Lowther 

Samuel Burge – Barnes Primary 

9 � 11 years
1st Jack Kelleher – Barnes Primary 

2nd Madeleine Baker – St. Osmund’s 

Joint 3rd Madeleine Wood/Ryan Dunkley – St. Osmund’s 

Nicholas and Wayan meet the Mayor

Barnes Fair Children’s Art Competition Results
First of all, congratulations and thanks to everyone for the work submitted

this year – we have some wonderfully creative young people growing up in

Barnes! All entrants are being presented with certificates to acknowledge

their efforts.

We are indebted to professional artist, Nathan David, who kindly

judged the paintings and it was no easy task! He was most impressed by

the very high standard of work across the board and deliberated over each

decision. We are once again very grateful to the Barnes Picture Framing

Company and the New Grafton Gallery who kindly sponsored this event,

and to Thames Artists who awarded the Incentive Prize to Daisy Jacob.

Gail Hugman,Art Competition Organiser

The theme of this year’s Barnes Fair certainly seemed to catch the

imagination of all, from the children in the parade to the Friends of

Barnes Common; from the entries in the Art competition to the

recycling team from Richmond Council. Many of the photographs

chosen for the Fair edition of Prospect reflect this.

Richmond Council’s Recycling Team
was on hand with help and advice
for would-be recyclers – we’re all
looking forward to the doorstep

collection of plastics and cardboard,
planned for November

PRINCIPAL SPONSORS
OF BARNES FAIR

FRIEND & FALCKE

They’re thinking green.....

.....Are you?
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This busy bee from the winning ‘float’ prepares to
buzz around Barnes

The BCA Environment Group, whose meetings are
regularly reported in Prospect, offered an

attractive array of plants for sale, as well as
information on their activities

This is the sort of company we should all be
patronising as often as possible

Did you provide some of the recycled materials
for the Barnes Fair passports that Bookbinder

Mark is helping the children make?

We are grateful to Savills who generously sponsored the
appearance of these special visitors from the Wetlands

Who thought fruit and vegetables could
look so beautiful? They certainly do after

Rose Nana has worked her magic

The BCA Book Stall is a wonderful example of
recycling at its very best. Not only do you get
your holiday reading at very attractive prices

but think of all the trees saved!

Man-power, muscle-power – call it what you will – it’s
certainly ‘green’ energy!

Susan Kramer MP tries out a Cargobike, the eco-friendly
people carrier. Jessica, the local agent, says they offer fun
for kids, fitness for parents and a greener way to go. Free

demos. Find out more on www.dutchbike.co.uk,
jessicaanderson@onetel.net, 8876 1983

Martin Conway of the Friends of Barnes
Common prepares to explain how he feels the

Common should evolve

The Lonsdale Cup was awarded to St Osmund’s School



Holly Mash (BVSc

VetMFHom IVAS MRCVS)

is a fully qualified

veterinary surgeon who

specialises in

Complementary therapies

for pets. She is one of only

a handful of qualified

homeopathic vets in the

country. So the lucky pets

of Barnes have a unique

service on their doorstep

– at Vets on White Hart

Lane.

Holly practises

homeopathic medicine and

acupuncture, both of which

are becoming as popular

for our four-legged friends

as they are for us. Over

the few months she has

been in Barnes, Holly has

built up a following of

furry friends who have felt

the benefit of her alternative treatments, such as Cyril the

Yorkshire terrier who enjoys a little nap during acupuncture

sessions for his bad back.

Homeopathy is a gentle form of natural medicine – helpful in

many ongoing conditions, especially skin complaints, and

acupuncture can be a highly effective form of pain relief for many

of our older arthritic friends, such as those who feel the odd

ache and pain after a good run around on Barnes Common.

Please telephone the surgery, 8878 0552, for more

information about these complementary treatments or find out

more about Holly on her website www.hollymashvet.com.

On one rather efficient day in 1840, all of the

bowling clubs in England (and there were plenty

more of them in those days) congregated to

decide on a universal set of rules. For some

unknown reason – although they like to think of

it as maverick spirit – the Barnes Bowling Club

didn’t bother turning up. And thus, 150 years

later, while everyone else in England is throwing

regulation henselite bowls across a level green,

the Barnes crew are rolling chunky wooden

spheres horizontally across their sloping green.

Same as they have done since 1725.

In case you’re feeling silly for not having

noticed something the size of a bowling green in

the centre of Barnes village, fear not; it’s sneakily

hidden behind The Sun Inn. Fortunately,

generation after generation has passed down this

nugget of local knowledge, and spent many a

happy season playing bowls, socialising – and

keeping The Sun in very good business.

The club has survived 18th century

puritanical disapproval of fun, flying bombs

curtailing practice during the Second World

War, and, most surprisingly to some members,

the introduction of women to the club in 1994.

The crowd has certainly changed in the last

century and yet somehow it manages to retain

a traditional feel. Until about thirty years ago,

the club was predominantly patronised by local

solicitors, doctors, estate agents when, perhaps

drawn to its quirky traditionalism, the rock ‘n’

roll crowd moved in as well.The green became

a focal point for the likes of Roger Chapman,

Larry Page, Mike Reid,Andy Bown of Status

Quo.As long time member Leonie Chapman

told me,“rock ‘n’ roll and geriatric mixed quite

nicely on the green”.

What’s the future of the green? Who might

the millennial generation be? To find out more,

or just test out the game, turn up and peek

over the little green fence behind The Sun. Or

hedge your bets and email the new secretary,

Brian Evans at bripiz@hotmail.com.

Rachel Rickard Straus

8 Prospect September 2007 Barnes Community Association

BLS is pleased to announce its programme for 2007-2008. Membership

comes up for renewal in September, and current members will be mailed

with next season’s membership brochure early in September.Those who

are not already members and wish to join should contact the Membership

Secretary on 8748 2558 with their name and address, to be included in

the mailing. For further information see www.barnesliterarysociety.org.uk

Programme 2007-2008
Wednesday 24th October 2007

Michael Holroyd:‘6 Characters in Flight from an Author’ – A Writer’s
Laboratory Experiment with Audience Participation in a new work on

Henry Irving and Ellen Terry

Wednesday 14th November 2007
Julian Fellowes and Barbara Baker: In Conversation about Script Writing

Wednesday 23rd January 2008
Andrew Marr: Political Journalism –‘A Proud Trade’ (1)

Wednesday 20th February 2008
Adam Sisman: Literary Friendships

‘The Poetic Friendship of Wordsworth and Coleridge’

Wednesday 12th March 2008
John Davie and Actors: Shakespeare and the Classics

followed by AGM

Saturday 12/19th April 2008 t.b.c.

Visit to Globe Theatre (2)

Wednesday May 14th 2008
Literary Agent and Publisher: ‘Getting Published’

Wednesday 18th June 2008
Literary Supper with Cameo Opera (2)

Visit to The Women’s Library t.b.c.

(1) Ticket Event

(2) Additional Cost

Anyone for
bowls?

This is the Bowling Club in 1920. Recognise anyone? If so, Prospect would love to hear from you

Holistic vet in Barnes

Holly with Penny, who has had
acupuncture for a painful front leg



Having seen the article in Prospect about a ‘kestrel in the

kitchen’, I thought readers might like to see this picture of

‘my mouse’. I had placed some bird feeders in the flower

borders – they’re the ones sold at the Wetland Centre and

measure approx 18ins high and the aperture for the food is

no larger than 4ins. Imagine my surprise on discovering this

mouse having a lovely breakfast of bird seed! 

Marian Cochrane
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It’s been a confusing

summer for wildlife as

the cold and wet

weather at the beginning

of the season meant a

very poor breeding

season for many song

birds.What does this

mean for the birds in

your garden? Well, they will probably appreciate

a bit in the way of extra help, so keep those

feeders well stocked and put scrap food out for

the birds rather than in the dustbin (a greener

alternative).

Autumn is a busy time for bird movements,

with many summer-breeding species such as

house martins and warblers heading south for

the winter and others from Northern Europe

taking their place.You may not realise that the

robins you see in your garden throughout the

year may be several different individuals from

different countries – some stay here all year,

others migrate to Europe. Listen out for

differences in their accents for clues to their

origins as allegedly birds do indeed have

regional accents!

If you want to know more about the

physiology and behaviour of birds you might be

interested in the beginners’ short course ‘How

Birds Work’ on 23rd September (see diary page

for details).

Autumn highlights
As the evenings draw in the birds and other

local wildlife are busy stocking up for winter.

This is particularly the case for the bats in

Barnes, and the best way to see them is on a

Big Batty Walk at the London Wetland Centre.

There are walks on 6th, 8th, 13th and 20th

September where you can join an expert and

see the bats as they swoop for moths and

other insects on the reserve. Not only will you

understand more about these amazing local

inhabitants (and be reassured they don’t get

tangled in your hair!) you also get to see the

Centre ‘out of hours’ when the only thing

making a noise is the wildlife itself.

For information on opening times and all

activities at the Centre, ring 8409 4400 or go

to www.wwt.org.uk 

John Gowland, London Wetland Centre

Wildlife update 
What has this summer’s weather meant to the birds?

A Big Batty Walk at the London Wetland Centre
(photo: Philip Briggs 2007)

Nine year-old Patr ick Pinder sent us this del ightful piece
which his brother Joseph has i l lustrated.

‘My special place is our local park because everybody

meets there after school to play football . It is good

because it is in the centre of Barnes. There is a big green

space, trees and a pond with some lovely ducks. The green

is crossed by paths that are good for scootering, learning

to ride a bike and dog walking. One good thing about the

green is that there is a l ittle stream where you can play

pooh-sticks and paddle in the summer. There are

wonderful trees to climb and when it gets very hot you

can sit under a tree and have a lovely picnic . The green is

one of the best places in the world because it makes me

feel at home.’ 

My Special Place

Isn’t he cute!

Beata Reynolds tells us that her cheerful, trusted and wonderfully friendly

postman, Ken Martin, has enlisted junior help from her grand-daughter

Ottilie on his busy round in North Barnes!

New recruit for the postal
service?


